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Information for Clients 

I work with authors across the majority of genre (not horror or erotica) who are seeking developmental editing/ 

editorial report or a manuscript appraisal editing as their external first port of call in the redrafting process. This 

involves working closely with authors: giving advice and guidance through examples and suggestions to improve the 

content and quality of their manuscript, using track changes and the comments function in Word.  

In addition, I provide line-editing, but this service is likely to require more than one round of edits if you have not 

initially invested in one of the forms of developmental edit mentioned above. 

I also work with proofreaders and can recommend someone for the final stages of your redrafting work. 

For a free appraisal and estimate of my charges, please email the first thousand words of your manuscript to: 

info@authorspen.co.uk   

My Editing fees 

Developmental Edit (up to 80,000 words: £35 set up costs, thereafter £100 per 10,000 words)  £835 
A developmental edit looks at the big-picture storytelling components, and feedback is presented in an editorial 
report (see below). Additionally, the developmental edit includes notes on the pages of your manuscript, using the 
comments function in Word, which highlight specific instances where storytelling technique can be improved. 
 
Editorial Report (up to 80,000 words: £35 set up costs, thereafter £75 per 10,000 words)  £635 
An editorial report summarises my assessment of your handling of storytelling components and represents a 
comprehensive report which details examples and suggestions for the ways you might consider reworking certain 
components to improve your manuscript. 
 
Manuscript Critique/ Appraisal (up to 80,000 words: £35 set up costs, thereafter £50 per 10,000 words) £435 
A manuscript critique or appraisal includes an editorial report which assesses your handling of storytelling 
components with general suggestions to a variety of techniques you might employ to tackle the issues raised.  
 
Copy-/ Line-Edit (up to 80,000 words: £35 set up costs, thereafter £15 per 1,000 words)   £1,235 
Extensive line editing using track changes and comments functions in Word to highlight areas for improvement at 
sentence level. Copy/ line-edits also include an analysis of chapter/ scene and character, together with a report 
detailing specific areas for improvement with suggestions and examples.  
 

Terms and Conditions 
 

All of my charges represent one round of edits only. It would be unfair to build in costs for additional rounds of edits 

if the quality of your manuscript doesn’t require another round of edits. I aim to work with complete transparency in 

all my dealings with clients. I want to build a lifetime of working collaboratively together.  

I am happy to work with either full or partial manuscripts, but it is important to remember that my charges are 

based on the number of words in the full manuscript. There might be issues which arise later in your manuscript and 

which necessitate a full rewrite of earlier edited work.  
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Copy-edits: the first fifty per cent of my quote is payable at the acceptance stage. The first half of edits will be 

returned on receipt of your final payment. This enables you to begin work on your manuscript while I complete your 

final edits. There may be issues discovered in the second half of your edit and which relate to the first part of your 

manuscript and these will be detailed in my author queries.  

Copy/line edit quotes: It is important to note, that in the unlikely event that the overall quality of the manuscript is 

not reflected in the early pages, or if more insurmountable difficulties are revealed during the course of my edit, 

then I will need to return your manuscript with explanation and suggestions for resolving these issues. This will 

include instructions for the return of the manuscript once these issues are resolved. Alternatively, it might be 

possible to renegotiate my fees to resolve issues, which would normally be beyond the scope of the original brief. 

Each manuscript will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 

Developmental edits: the first fifty per cent of my quote is payable at the acceptance stage, followed by the final 

fifty per cent at the halfway point. At this halfway point I will let you have details of any whole novel 'big issues', so 

you can begin work on these while I continue to edit the rest of your manuscript. This will also break down your 

work into smaller chunks, which will hopefully feel very manageable. Often authors receive their final manuscript 

and are unsure where to begin, this method of working will give you guidance and get you started proactively. 


